
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Valeska Hinton Early 
Childhood Education Center, a community 
educational center which promotes respect 
and diversity, is to ensure the development 
of the full learning potential of each child, 
the professional development of all early 
childhood staff, and the valued involvement 
of all families through: a safe, nurturing child-
centered environment; a research-based 
curriculum with developmentally appropriate 
practices and assessment system; 
professional development that encompasses 
a continuum of higher learning; personalized 
opportunities for families to participate and 
grow; and collaboration with community and 
educational partners.

WE BELIEVE…
THAT THE SOCIETY WE HAVE TOMORROW 
DEPENDS ON HOW WE NURTURE, EDUCATE 
AND CHALLENGE THE CHILDREN OF TODAY. 
THE LOVE, PROTECTION, WISDOM, AND 
GUIDANCE WE INVEST IN OUR CHILDREN 
TODAY WILL RETURN TO US IN PRODUCTIVE 
USEFUL CITIZENS OF THE FUTURE.

WE PLEDGE…
TO PROMOTE THE PRINCIPLES OF 
SELF-ESTEEM, SELF-DISCIPLINE, AND 
RESPECT FOR OTHERS, THEIR DIVERSE 
BACKGROUNDS, CULTURES, AND FAMILY 
STRUCTURES. WE WILL DEVOTE OUR 
ENERGIES TO BUILDING HARMONIOUS 
ENVIRONMENTS IN OUR HOMES, SCHOOLS, 
AND COMMUNITIES.

WE COMMIT…
TO REDUCING BARRIERS THAT PREVENT 
THE JOINING OF RESOURCES IN PROVIDING 
THE MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICES TO OUR 
YOUTH, FAMILIES, AND TO THE COMMUNITY. 
A FOCUS ON THE WHOLE CHILD WILL GUIDE 
OUR ACTIONS.

WE ENCOURAGE…
FAMILIES,  CITIZENS, COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS, SCHOOLS, AND 
GOVERNMENT TO WORK TOGETHER TO 
CREATE A SAFE AND POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT 
FOR ALL CHILDREN, TO STIMULATE THEIR 
LOVE OF LEARNING, AND TO INSPIRE THEM 
TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL.
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Valeska Surrette was born on March 23, 1918, in Paris, 
Tennessee. She married Robert P. Hinton on July 28, 1948, in 
Peoria Illinois. Aptly dubbed “the mother of Peoria’s civil rights 
movement”, Mrs. Hinton was a woman who was not afraid to 
speak out about the needs of our children and their parents.

The Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center is 
named for Mrs. Hinton because she truly believed that the 
education of young children would result in immeasurable 
benefits throughout their lives.  This Center represents the 
embodiment of her life’s work. Valeska Hinton died at the age 
of 73 on September 22, 1991.  Her intellect, her courage, and 
her insights live on in the lives of the countless individuals 
whom she influenced.  Her advocacy for children continues 
through our dedication of the Center to her memory.

VALESKA HINTON, OUR NAMESAKE

Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center is a Peoria Public School designed 
for children ages six-weeks to six-years-old and their families who opened its doors in 
1993. It is the consequence of an unprecedented three-year collaboration of lay and 

professional people who were dedicated 
to designing a school where the family, 
the community, and the school faculty 

join hands to assume the important roles of developing the whole child. This team 
laid the groundwork to ensure that best practices would remain at the forefront of the 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment delivered at Valeska Hinton.

OUR HISTORY. OUR ROOTS.

How to
Get Involved:

We want families to partner with us in a variety 
of ways! They can choose to volunteer in the 
classroom, attend a workshop on curriculum or 
assessment, participate in Terrific Tuesdays, 
choose to participate in a parent-child together 
activity, check out materials from our Lending 
Library, serve on the family advisory board, or read 
to their child at home. We do believe that schools 
are not just for children. Schools are for families.

OUR 
ASSESSMENT
SYSTEM
We use a variety of 
assessment systems. All 
grades utilize universal 
screeners to determine 
growth and progress 
in social and emotional, 
language, literacy, gross 
motor, fine motor, and 
math. Work Sampling 
System Illinois is a 
comprehensive approach 
used in pre-k that has 
three primary components: 
portfolio, checklists, and 
summary reports. 

OUR 
CURRICULUM
Young children learn best: 
through active, engaged, 
meaningful learning; when 
the school develops a 
sense of community for 
all participants; when 
continuity of experiences 
are valued and reinforced; 
when they are in 
environments which are 
appropriate for their age 
and stage of development 
and when they are with 
teachers who consider 
and respond to them as 
individuals.

OUR FACILITY
The school was designed 
to be inviting, give a sense 
of community, and be 
convenient and accessible 
for all its users. The school 
consists of four villages 
which each house five 
classrooms, a kitchen, 
and a laundry and shower 
area. Our four villages are 
named after primary colors 
- red village, blue village, 
yellow village, and green 
village. 

OUR FAMILY 
SUPPORT 
INITIATIVES
We believe that parents 
are a vital resource 
to our school, to the 
educational program, to 
the community, and to 
each other. We recognize 
that the basic relationship 
between our program and 
families is one of equality 
and respect. We recognize 
the importance of their 
participation in advising 
and decison-making.

OUR FAMILIES’ 
HEALTH
Education and health 
go hand-in-hand. From 
a process initiated in 
1994, an agency within 
the community stepped 
forward to assist us with 
the provision of on-site 
health services. Soon, 
this modest beginning 
developed into the Hinton 
In-School Health Center, 
the first school-based 
health center in Peoria.

~ African Proverb


